
PUBLIC LANDS: 700,000-acre conservation plan would
preserve 'legacy of Arizona' (05/26/2011)

April Reese, E&E reporter

About 700,000 acres of public land near Phoenix -- one of the West's fastest-growing cities --
would receive additional protection under a broadly supported proposal unveiled by
environmental groups yesterday.

The initiative, presented at a press conference in Phoenix, calls for establishing three types of
protected lands in the area. All are found within Bureau of Land Management lands in Maricopa
County, home to more than 4 million people.

The proposal conserves natural and cultural resources and protects key wildlife corridors while
allowing for renewable energy development and recreation, proponents said.

"This endeavor is about preserving the history, the heritage, and the legacy of Arizona," said
Marshall Trimble, Arizona's state historian.

The proposal calls for establishing two new national conservation areas, two special management
areas, and 17 wilderness units, some of which would be expansions of existing wilderness.

The lands, which form a rough crescent in
an area known as the West Valley, would
protect the unique Sonoran Desert
ecosystem and wildlife corridors used by
bighorn sheep, mountain lions, mule deer
and other species, supporters said. And by
protecting open space, the initiative would
also preserve flight training airspace and
corridors between Luke Air Force Base and
the Barry M. Goldwater Range to the south.

"It's very easy for us to support this project
because it's supporting the mission of the
base," said Ron Sites, executive director and
president of Fighter Country Partnership, an
organization that advocates on behalf of the

military personnel based at Luke Air Force Base. The proposal protects the air space the base
and other installations need to continue their missions, he added.

The Sonoran Desert Heritage Campaign seeks to significantly expand
protections for public land surrounding the Phoenix metro area, including
an addition to the Eagletail Mountains Wilderness (above). Photo courtesy
of Bureau of Land Management.



The proposal also has the blessing of city and county officials, developers, conservationists,
military representatives, recreationists and the faith community, and the groups will gather
further input from the public over the next few months before taking the proposal to Congress,
said Mike Quigley, Arizona wildlands campaign coordinator for the Wilderness Society.

The diverse base of support reflects a unified desire to protect the scenery and recreational
opportunities that draw so many people to the region, he said.

"It's a beautiful landscape," he said. "Arizona in the past decade or two has been rapidly growing
in population and infrastructure, and I think people who live here have seen the development of
open space, and I think that might be a motivator of people protecting this."

Maricopa County's population grew by about 30 percent between 2000 and 2010, according to
census figures.

Larry K. Yount of LKY Development Company Inc., said the initiative is a selling point for the
town of Belmont's 20,000-acre master planned community near the Belmont Mountains, which
would be surrounded by the Sonoran Desert Heritage proposed wilderness area.

"We couldn't be more pleased with this proposal, as it gives added natural value to why
prospective buyers want to live in western Maricopa County," he said.

According to recent polls, between 60 and 80 percent of residents support protecting open space
in the area, Quigley said.

The initiative would not conflict with proposed solar projects in western Maricopa County
because those sites are outside its boundaries, he added.

Dennis Godfrey, a spokesman for BLM's Arizona state office in Phoenix, said the agency is
aware of the initiative but cannot take an official position on it until it goes before Congress.

"This seems to be kind of a broad-based grass-roots thing, and we certainly support that," he
said. "But in terms of the specific proposal, my understanding is there's not a bill yet, so we're
not in a position to comment."

The proposal has the support of Rep. Raul Grijalva (D-Ariz.). But Rep. Trent Franks (R-Ariz.),
whose district also includes some of the lands, has yet to endorse it, although he has said he is
open to the plan. "We're optimistic we'll gain their full support for legislation," Quigley said.

The groups hope to see a bill introduced in Congress by next year.

Click here to read the proposal.

Reese writes from Santa Fe, N.M.

http://www.eenews.net/Landletter/2011/05/26/4/



May 26 , 2011

Major Preserve Proposed for Lands West of
Phoenix
PHOENIX - Large swaths of pristine desert land in western Maricopa County would remain
unspoiled under a plan unveiled Wednesday. The Sonoran Desert Heritage Proposal would
preserve recreational opportunities while protecting wildlife habitat and migration corridors.

Now is the time to act, says Marshall Trimble, Arizona's official state historian, because urban
Phoenix continues to expand.

"We need these little sanctuaries like this, where people can go, where they can have their parks
and have their hiking trails and their biking and their horses, that a crowded suburban area
needs."

Ron Sites, director of Fighter Country Partnership, a Luke Air Force Base support group, says
the proposal dovetails nicely with the flight-training mission of the base.

"It supports the future airspace that Luke Air Force Base needs to continue its mission. We all
know what kind of economic engine the base is for our economy. There's a lot of benefits for
preserving the ground and the air."

The plan helps preserve some of the wide-open spaces that help define the history, heritage and
legacy of Arizona, Trimble says.

"You can get out of your car and take a hike and make footprints on land that maybe no human
has left a print for a thousand years."

The lands in the proposal form a rough crescent shape from north to south, on the western side of
the White Tank Mountains. Wildlife includes desert tortoises and herds of bighorn sheep.
Trimble says preservation would be "a gift" to the people of Arizona and future generations.

"(It) really belongs to everybody and nobody. And it's free and it's got plant and wildlife galore.
And even if you don't want to go out there, it's still comforting to know that there is a sanctuary
out there."

The proposal is backed by organizations ranging from cities and conservation groups to
developers and supporters of Luke Air Force Base. No private lands are involved. Congressional
approval would be needed.

More information is online at sonoranheritage.org.

Copyright © 2011 Public News Service













http://www.azcentral.com/members/Blog/WestValleyEditorials/130128

Proposal a big step to preserve our open
space
Thursday, June 2, 2011 at 03:43 PM

Our View: The Arizona Republic editorial board, West Valley

Spend a few weeks among the high-rise buildings in major cities back East, and the Valley's
mountains and vistas are the first thing you notice upon arriving home.

We're fortunate to have wide, open spaces and sunlight beaming down most of the year. It's what
makes us the envy of the nation and a tourism destination.

Arizona, for the most part, has done a good job of preserving the unique landscape that makes us
what we are. Efforts to continue that preservation must be encouraged and supported. To spoil
the state's natural beauty with acres of subdivisions is shortsighted.

Last week, a group of environmentalists, business leaders, developers and mayors announced a
proposal to protect about 700,000 acres of public lands in the West Valley.

The concept of the Sonoran Desert Heritage Proposal is to allow future generations the same
ecological, cultural and recreational opportunities that we enjoy. It also will benefit Luke Air
Force Base and the Barry M. Goldwater Range near Ajo by keeping encroachment at bay.

The area in the proposal stretches from a far northwest portion of Maricopa County to lands west
of the White Tanks and southeast of Estrella Mountain Regional Park in the Southwest Valley.
Public lands in the targeted area are managed by Bureau of Land Management. The proposal
doesn't affect private-property owners and is embraced by developers who already have plans to
build on nearby land west of the White Tanks.

The West Valley will be an attractive area for growth when the economy fully recovers. It makes
sense to work now to protect what could become an exclusive destination similar to north
Scottsdale.

Area leaders see the benefit of setting aside natural parks. Coalition members include the mayors
of Goodyear, Peoria, Buckeye and Surprise, business leaders, community leaders and others.

“We need to provide a legacy of open public lands,” Buckeye Mayor Jackie Meck said. “Once
the land is developed, we can't get it back, and we know the good Lord isn't making any more
land.”

The effort also has the verbal support of the area's two West Valley congressional delegates,
Rep. Trent Franks, R-Ariz., and Rep. Raúl Grijalva, D-Ariz. Their support is critical because the
conservation initiative needs congressional approval for differing levels of protection, including



making some land wilderness, some national-conservation areas and some special-management
areas.

Unfortunately, neither representative said he is willing to take the lead to sponsor the required
legislation. We hope one or both reconsider.

Protecting the public lands ensures the viability of military facilities and fosters economic
development through tourism opportunities. But, most importantly, “it preserves the natural,
cultural and recreational resources of the land and protects important wildlife habitat and
migration corridors,” said Matt Skroch, executive director of the Arizona Wilderness Coalition.

The open space is home to varied plants and wildlife, including bighorn sheep, mountain lions,
mule deer, Gila monsters, Sonoran Desert tortoises and 350 species of birds.

Every effort should be made to preserve the West Valley's open space for future generations. We
need our representatives in Washington to show leadership on this issue.

**********
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PHOTO: The proposed Arizona Sonoran Desert Heritage
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Base training missions. CREDIT: City of Goodyear.
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Bill to Benefit AZ Wildlife, Military

April 29, 2013

PHOENIX - Nearly a million acres of public
lands,  mainly  in  western  Maricopa
County,  which  has  Phoenix  as  its  seat,
would  be  preserved  as  wilderness,
national  conservation  and  special
management  areas  under  a  bill
introduced by Arizona Congressman Raul
Grijalva.

According to Grijalva, the measure would
benefit wildlife, the state's military bases,
and the tourism economy.

"One  of  the  key  ones  is  of  course  the
environmental  protection  that  would
come,  the  conservation  that  would  be
locked into place, and as a money maker
for  the  state,  those  would  be  protected
for the long haul," the congressman said.

He  said  the  Air  Force's  Barry  Goldwater  Range  would  also  be  protected  from  encroachment  by
development.

The Arizona Sonoran Desert Heritage Act is the result of years of work by a diverse collection of
interests, including conservationists, developers, and military interest groups.

A major goal of the legislation is protection of flight corridors on the Goldwater Range, used for pilot
training by several military bases in the state. According to the Range's retired director, Jim Uken,
both the military and wildlife, such as the endangered Sonoran Pronghorn Antelope, stand to benefit.

"To me it's more than a natural marriage because we would like to preclude further urbanization
underneath those corridors, and those same corridors then could serve as wildlife corridors between
different areas to the west of Phoenix, for example," Uken said.

Ron Sites is president of Fighter Country Partnership, a non-profit advocacy group for Luke Air Force
Base. In addition to protecting Luke's military training routes, Sites said, the Sonoran Desert Act will
provide a buffer around the Goldwater Range.

"If they run into a situation where there's endangered species on some of the lands that are off the
range, and because of development they get forced onto the range, those create some challenges for
the Department of Defense and the Air Force when they're managing those lands," he said.

Grijalva said his bill will not affect hunting, game and fish management, existing grazing permits or
utility corridors. And it deals only with public lands.

"There's no taking, there's no eminent domain,  there is no private land," he declared. "These are
already federal land. We're doing a consolidation. Some have been redesignated as wilderness, but
essentially, we're talking about no additional acquisition."

Grijalva said he's heard no objections to his bill from the rest of the state's congressional delegation,
and hopes several of them will sign onto the measure as co-sponsors.

Doug Ramsey, Public News Service - AZ
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Roy and Ella Pierpoint continue a 1,500-year
way of life, farming near an area awash in Hoho-
kam and Patayan treasures.

The Pierpoints, who farm the land the Hoho-
kamscultivated, say theywantCongress toshield
the ancient sites fromvandals, limit futuredevel-
opment and protect the wildlife that lives there.

The farmland lies 30miles southwest of Phoe-
nix, near themouthofRedRockCanyon.Thecan-
yon’s red-sandstonewalls are dottedwith ancient
petroglyphs and graffiti.

The Pierpoints have joined a wide-ranging co-
alition of political groups, including Luke Air
ForceBase advocates, environmentalists and de-

velopers, to support a bill that would preserve
more than 950,000 acres of Bureau of LandMan-
agement property, mostly in western Maricopa
County.

The Arizona Sonoran Desert Heritage Act of
2013 was introduced by Democratic Rep. Raúl
Grijalva ofTucsononFriday, saidAdamSarvana,
a spokesman for Grijalva’s office.

Military supporters say the bill would protect
open space beneath critical military flight corri-
dors between Luke and the Barry M. Goldwater
Range.

Environmentalists want the natural resources
to be protected. And developers who support the

Wilderness officials Mike Quigley and Kate Mackay look over the desert northwest of Gila Bend. PHOTOS BY DAVIDWALLACE/THE REPUBLIC

Measurewould preserve
vast areawest of Valley

Conservationists, military, developers back Grijalva bill

By David Madrid | The Republic | azcentral.com

This lizard is in an area
that would be
protected as part of
the Arizona Sonoran
Desert Heritage Act.

See DESERT, Page A13
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PROPOSED ROUTES
ADOT released an environmental
study Friday evaluating whether
the South Mountain Freeway
should be built, looking at
several alternatives for its path
west of South Mountain Park.

EASTERN SECTION ALTERNATIVE
WESTERN SECTION 101 ALTERNATIVES
WESTERN SECTION 71 ALTERNATIVE
WESTERN SECTION 59 ALTERNATIVE

Build the South Mountain
FreewayandtheValley’s traffic
moves more smoothly and the
air gets cleaner than if the re-
gion builds nothing at all, ac-
cording to a long-awaited envi-
ronmental impactstatementfor
the $2 billion project released
Friday.

After 12 years and $21 mil-
lion, the study answered some

but it rampsup thedivisivepoli-
tics of the route on and off the
neighboring Gila River Reser-
vation.

The study compared build-
ing an eight-lane highway be-
tween Laveen and Chandler,
which is projected to carry
about 140,000 cars a day, with
doing nothing.

Federal environmental law
requires planners to compare

technical questions about the
proposed 22-mile reliever for
Interstate 10 but didn’t seem to
change any minds on the plan.

The extension of Loop 202
has been controversial since re-
gional traffic planners penciled
it on the map 30 years ago.

Friday’s environmental
study is among the most com-
plex in Arizona Department of
Transportation history.

Its releasemoves the project
into the final planning phases,

Environmental study touts freeway
ADOT: S. Mountain leg would ease congestion, aid air quality

By Sean Holstege
The Republic | azcentral.com

See FREEWAY, Page A4
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Country star
Jones dies at 81
Country singer George Jones, who
recorded dozens of hits over a 50-
plus-year career, including the heart-
breaking classic “He Stopped Loving
Her Today,” dies at 81 in Nashville.
The hard-living Jones influenced
generations of country singers. A6

BUSINESS
Economy expands: Pushed by
consumer spending, the economy
grew at a strong clip in the first
quarter. Federal budget cuts, though,
are expected to slow that pace. D1

AP

NATION &WORLD

Part of 9/11 jet
is found in NYC
Twisted metal believed to be landing
gear for one of the hijacked jets that
slammed into the World Trade Center
on Sept. 11, 2001, is found wedged
between an apartment building and
a mosque site about two blocks from
the former Twin Towers. A15

WASHINGTON — U.S. intelli-
gence agencies added themoth-
er of the Boston bombing sus-
pects to a government terror-
ism database 18 months before
the bombing, two officials told
theAssociatedPress. Shecalled
it “lies and hypocrisy” and said
she has never been linked to
crimes or terrorism.

The CIA asked for the older
suspect, now dead, and his
mother tobeaddedtoa terrorist
database in the fall of 2011, after
the Russian government con-
tacted the agency with con-
cerns thatbothhadbecomereli-
giousmilitants, according to of-
ficials briefed on the investiga-
tion.

About sixmonths earlier, the
FBI investigated Tamerlan
Tsarnaevandhismother,Zubei-
dat Tsarnaeva, also at Russia’s
request, one of the officials
said.

The FBI found no ties to ter-
rorism.

The younger suspect,
19-year-oldDzhokharTsarnaev,
was moved overnight from a
hospital toa federalprisonmed-
ical center to continue his re-
covery froma throatwoundand
other injuries suffered during a
getaway attempt.

Tamerlan, 26, died in a shoot-
out with police.

Also, FBI agents picked
through a landfill near the cam-
pus of the University of Massa-
chusetts-Dartmouth, where

CIA had
flagged
mom of
suspects
Zubeidat Tsarnaeva

on terror list in 2011

Associated Press

See BOMBING, Page A4

Third-grade teacher Chris-
tineFordsitsbehindadeskwith
three students, eachwithabook
in hand. For seven minutes of
the day, she gives them her un-
divided attention.

Then, the timer rings.
“If you are cleaned up, get

ready to rotate. Please walk to
the next station,” Ford says to
her class — 25 students in all —
on a recent Tuesdaymorning at
Glendale American School.

The three students move on
to the next area of focus and are

quicklyreplacedwithnewones.
Anothergrouphuddles in the

back corner, listening to an au-
diobook through oversize head-
phones, the hard-copy version
lying in front of them. Others
work independentlyon thecom-
puter, writing paragraphs, even
playing flash-card games.

Maximum group size for
each reading station? Three.

In thedozenyears sinceFord
began teaching, she has fine-
tuned the use of small groups to
help students advance.

Advance far enough, she
hopes, to perform well on the
state reading test.

Ford is among thousands of
elementary-school teachers
across the state using small
groups and other techniques to
boost their students’ reading
skills,amethodfueledbyastate
literacy law that kicks in next

Ariz. entering new, high-stakes era for 3rd-grade readers
ByMelissa Leu
The Republic | azcentral.com

See READING, Page A15
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proposalseeeconomicbenefit in
preserving the past and wild
areas as metro Phoenix grows.

For the Pierpoints, the issue
is simple.

“Farmers are the original
tree huggers,” Roy said. “If you
abuse the land, you just can’t
farm.”

Although the bill has ample
local support, its fortunes in
Congress are less certain. The
bill has no Republican co-spon-
sors, which could make passage
difficult. And at a time when
Washington has slashed federal
spending because of deep parti-
san disagreement over the bud-
get, no cost figure is specified in
the bill.

Its Arizona supporters hope,
however, that the bill’s broad ap-
peal here will improve its
chances there.

Among the supporters are
Fighter Country Partnership, a
non-profit that supports Luke
Air Force Base; the Sierra Club;
anddevelopersDMBAssociates
andJohnF.LongProperties.The
proposed law is also backed by
West Valley mayors.

“We feel there has been good
work done in terms of keeping a
broad and diverse group of sup-
port,” said Grijalva, who serves
on theHouseCommittee onNat-
ural Resources.

Right now, the land specified
in the bill is overseen by the Bu-
reau of Land Management. Al-
though the federal agency can
limit how the land is used, par-
cels can be sold or leased with
congressional approval.

Newprotections
The bill would add three lev-

els of protection to the land: Na-
tional Conservation Areas, Spe-
cialManagementAreasandWil-
derness.

» The bill creates about
682,400 acres of National Con-
servationAreas, areas that have
scientific, cultural, ecological,
historical and recreational val-
ue.

The bill would permit vehi-
cles on designated roads and
trails in conservation areas, but
no additional roads could be
built unless they’re necessary
for public safety or protecting
resources.

In some areas, such as Red
Rock Canyon, off-roaders have
improved trails.

» It would add about 144,000
acres in two federal Special
ManagementAreas.This typeof
public land is managed to pro-
tect scenic or recreation areas
and wildlife.

The Sentinel Plain Special
Management Area would en-
sure wildlife can roam between
the Goldwater Range and Gila
Bend National Conservation
Area.

The Rainbow Valley Special
Management Area would allow
wildlife to move between the Si-
erra Estrellas and the Sonoran
Desert National Monument.

» The bill would also add
291,000acresofnewWilderness,
the highest level of federal pro-
tection. Wilderness ensures
long-term protection of natural
landscapes, and it protects wild-
life habitat. Wilderness areas
are managed to retain their
primitive and wild characteris-

tics, so vehicles are prohibited.
Hunting, fishing and grazing

would be allowed in each of the
three areas, and private-proper-
ty owners would still be able to
access their land. Grijalva said
the bill would not take existing
rightsfromanylandowneroraf-
fect mining claims.

Plans for the conservation
and special-management areas
would be crafted within three
years of the bill’s passage and
takeintoconsiderationpublic in-
put and land studies.

Passing thebill is also critical
to protect flight paths near two
key military installations, sup-
porters say.

“Whatever preserves the
ground, preserves the air, so by
default, it’s protecting the flight
corridors Luke Air Force Base
utilizes when they’re training
their F-16 pilots and their future
F-35pilots,”saidRonSites,exec-
utive director and president of
Fighter Country Partnership.

Theeconomic impactofLuke
has been pegged at about $2 bil-
lion a year. Residential and air-
space encroachment threatens
the base.

Protecting corridors also
helps the installations attract fu-
ture military programs such as
the F-35 Lightning II pilot-train-
ing mission and unmanned aeri-
al vehicles, he said.

Thesprawlingareaprotected

by the Arizona Sonoran Desert
Heritage Act would help main-
tain military-training routes to
theGoldwaterRange,1.7million
acres of relatively undisturbed
Sonoran Desert southwest of
Luke betweenYuma andTucson
and south of Interstate 8.

Keepinghomesandbusiness-
es out of the corridors allows air
crews to practice low-altitude
flights and minimizes the risk
that training disturbs or endan-
gers the public, said JimUken, a
retired Air Force officer who
ran the Air Force side of the
Goldwater Range for more than
12 years.

Many animals live in the pro-
posed preservation area. Near
the Pierpoints’ 1,000-acre farm,
theyhaveseendeer,mountain li-
ons, javelinas, Gila monsters,
coyotes, tarantulas, foxes, bad-
gers and desert tortoises.

Mike Quigley, Arizona repre-
sentative for the Wilderness So-
ciety and a backer of the bill,
said there is a danger that when
the economy improves, unre-
strained population growth
alongInterstate10coulddestroy
wildlife habitats.

“One of the biggest threats to
wildlife survival, especially for
large mammals, is they need to
be able to move across the land-
scape to find a mate or to get to
food and water sources season-
ally,” Quigley said.

Another danger to wildlife is
roads that “ fragment the habi-
tat,”Quigleysaid.Oneof thepri-
mary benefits of a Wilderness
designation is leaving the land
intact, he said.

The bill would enlarge Wool-
sey Peak Wilderness to include
33,525 acres of the Gila Bend
Mountains near the Pierpoints’
land.

“It (the bill) would add more
protection for all of the archae-
ological ruins that are along this
river, and there are a lot,” Ella
said.

“The Hohokam farmed right
through here, and the reason
theydidwasbecause the river, a
long time ago, used to flowmost
of the year.”

The area is so rich in archae-
ological artifacts that when Roy
Pierpoint plows his land, he
turns up stone ax heads andma-
nos and metates, stones used by
ancient inhabitants to grind
corn. The acreage also contains
the remains of villages and rock
art spanning centuries.

Existingprotections?
Bureau of LandManagement

officials say the agency cannot
comment on Grijalva’s bill be-
cause the agency will study the
proposal and testify before Con-
gress about the bill.

The agency has some power

to protect environmental, cul-
tural and archaeological areas,
said Deborah Stevens, a spokes-
woman for the Arizona BLM of-
fice.

The BLM also must conduct
inventories of the property to
determine whether there are
any significant resources, in-
cluding cultural resources, fed-
erally listed or sensitive plant
andanimalspecies,criticalhabi-
tat and riparian areas.

But backers of the plan say a
designation by Congress has
more teeth and would carve out
stronger protections than the
BLM offers.

Grijalva said he will contact
the Arizona delegation in an ef-
fort to find co-sponsors.

Among those members is
Rep. Paul Gosar, a Prescott Re-
publican whose district encom-
passes some of the land in the
bill.

Grijalva said he will ap-
proach Arizona Sens. John
McCain and Jeff Flake in an ef-
fort to have mirror legislation
introduced in the Senate.

Gosar could not be reached
for comment.

“We’re going to try real hard
to get a (committee) hearing so
we can bring people to testify,”
Grijalva said. “At this point, I
think it was important to get it
(the bill) out and start the public
dialogue.”

Mike Quigley of the Wilderness Society and Kate Mackay of the Arizona Wilderness Coalition walk through a sandstone canyon. PHOTOS BY DAVIDWALLACE/THE REPUBLIC

Desert
Continued from Page A1
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Belmont-Harquahala National ConservationArea:About 276,100 acres.
» Would add about 17,000 acres to existing 31,200-acre Hummingbird
Springs Wilderness; creates about 19,000 acres of new Belmont
Mountains Wilderness. The conservation area would also cover the
21,000-acre Big Horn Mountains Wilderness and the 22,880-acre
Harquahala Mountains Wilderness.

Gila Bend National Conservation Area:About 406,300 acres.
» This would create about 24,200 acres of Saddle Mountain
Centennial Wilderness; about 68,800 acres of Gila Bend Wilderness;
and adds about 33,525 acres to the existing 64,000-acre Woolsey Peak
Wilderness and the existing 13,350-acre Signal Mountain Wilderness.

Sonoran Desert National MonumentWilderness: About 128,300
acres near the existing 63,200-acre North Maricopa Mountains
Wilderness and the 60,100-acre South Maricopa Mountains
Wilderness.
» The proposed wilderness is east of Gila Bend and south of Buckeye
within the Sonoran Desert National Monument.

Rainbow Valley Special Management Area:About 23,400 acres south
of the Sierra Estrella Wilderness, which is part of the Sierra Estrellas.

Sentinel Plain Special Management Area:About 120,600 acres
southwest of Gila Bend.

MORE ONLINE: To see a video of petroglyphs and graffiti at Red Rock
Canyon, visit southwestvalley.azcentral.com.

TO LEARN MORE about the Sonoran Desert Heritage Act,
go to sonoranheritage.org.

ARIZONA SONORAN DESERT HERITAGE ACT’S
PROPOSED NATIONAL CONSERVATION AREAS

Phoenix
LUKE
AIR FORCE BASE

WHITE TANK
MOUNTAINS

0 miles 25

Belmont-
Harquahala
NCA

Gila Bend
NCA

Sonoran Desert National
Monument Wilderness

Rainbow Valley Special
Management Area

Sentinel Plain
Special Management
Area

Proposed
National
Conservation
Area

Proposed
Wilderness

Proposed
Special
Management
areaElla and Roy Pierpoint stand in their alfalfa field on their 1,000-acre

farm. The Gila Bend Mountains are in the background.

Petroglyphs that could date back a 1,000 years can be seen in the
Gila Bend Mountains between Gila Bend and Buckeye.

‘‘Farmers are the original tree huggers. If
you abuse the land, you just can’t farm.”

ROY PIERPOINT
Farmer, who farms near an area awash in Hohokam and Patayan treasures




